
 
 

2026–2027 Annual Theme & T-Shirt Design 

Competition 
Honoring History Through Service  

 

  

 

 

Student Submission Deadline: August 21, 2026 

 

OVERVIEW 

This year, JAG has been awarded a grant from the 9/11 Foundation to mark 25 years since 

September 11, 2026 through the National Day of Service and Remembrance. We're calling on 

our student leaders to create the official Theme for the School Year and design our annual 

JAG T-Shirt. The campaign will culminate in hands-on service projects at every school site, 

guided by this year's theme. Learn more about the National Day of Service [911day.org] 

BACKGROUND 

On September 11, 2026, our nation marks 25 years since the events of 9/11. Today, over 100 

million Americans, including almost all of our students, were born after that day or are too 

young to remember it. What began as a day of national tragedy has transformed into the 

September 11 National Day of Service and Remembrance, where over 30 million Americans 

come together annually to volunteer, support charities, and do good deeds. 

 

THE CHALLENGE 

We are calling on our student leaders to create our official Theme for the school year and 

design our annual JAG T-Shirt. The winning artwork will be worn by students statewide, 

representing our organization and inspiring our hands-on service projects this fall. As part of 

this grant, every school site will carry out its own hands-on service project using this year's 

theme. 

http://911day.org/


SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

1. Theme Submission (The "Why")  

a. Theme should be a short, impactful phrase, or slogan that captures the spirit of 

service and connection (e.g. “Do Something Good for Someone.”) 
b. Must emphasize helping others, unity, and community action.  

c. Needs to reflect the meaning of the 9/11 National Day of Service—turning 

remembrance into positive action. 

 

2. T-Shirt Design (The "Look") 

a. Artwork must be formatted for a standard front t-shirt layout. No back prints, 

sleeve designs, or all-over prints. 

b. Must incorporate your written theme as text incorporated into design. 

c. May include original graphics, symbols, or lettering that illustrate service, 

community, and leadership. 

d. Submissions must specify the intended t-shirt color (e.g., Navy Blue, Heather 

Gray, Black, White, etc.) to ensure visibility and high contrast. 

e. Maximum front shirt area of 10" wide × 12" high 

f. Max 3 ink colors, solid fills only, avoid gradients (screen printing cannot 

reproduce them). 

SUBMITTING YOUR WORK 

Student Submission Deadline: August 21, 2026 

• High-quality digital artwork (PNG, PDF, or vector preferred) or clear hand-drawn 

sketches scanned at high-quality. 

• Originality: All submitted themes and graphic artwork must be original. NO AI 

GENERATED DESIGNS.  

SUBMIT YOUR WORK THROUGH THIS GOOGLE FORM: 

https://forms.gle/hQHxCvDnfM54ZBUw8 

Winner will be announced at the Leadership Development Conference (LDC) on 

September 17, 2026 

Questions about the competition? Contact marketing and communications at 

nicole.porter@jagaz.org. 

 

https://forms.gle/hQHxCvDnfM54ZBUw8
mailto:nicole.porter@jagaz.org


SERVICE PROJECT REQUIREMENT 

Every school site will use this year's theme to design and execute a hands-on service project 

within two weeks of September 11th (e.g., food bank volunteering, community cleanups, or 

care packages for first responders). Each project must include a brief educational component 

about the 9/11 National Day of Service. 

Service projects must be completed by September 23, 2026. 

Learn more:  https://jagaz.org/jag-arizona-9-11-national-day-of-service/ 

Questions about the service project? Contact development at angie.delgadillo@jagaz.org. 

 

ADDITIONAL NOTES 

Design tips: Keep text large and legible from a distance. Bold, simple shapes print more 

cleanly than fine detail or gradients. Leave margin space around the edges, so nothing gets 

cut off in printing. Test your design against your chosen shirt color for contrast. 

Theme suggestions: Think beyond just marking the day. A strong theme turns remembrance 

into action, something students carry with them, not just a one-day observance. A few 

directions to spark ideas: "Do Something Good," "Never Forget, Always Serve," "Honor the 

Past, Serve the Present," "25 Years Later, Still Showing Up." Don't feel limited to these; we 

want to see what this means to you. 

Prompting Questions for Students (To Help Get Started): 

• What does it mean to turn remembrance into action? 

• How can a small act of service today impact your entire community tomorrow? 

• How can our generation honor history by serving others? 

https://jagaz.org/jag-arizona-9-11-national-day-of-service/
mailto:angie.delgadillo@jagaz.org

